Assessment of Offence
(Starting points and ranges based on 1 st time offender convicted following contest)
Nature of Offence Starting Point Sentencing Range
The animal survived the mistreatment 
Examples of Possible Aggravating Factors of Offence Examples of Possible Mitigating Factor of Offence
1. Offence committed in respect of multiple animals 2. Animal survived but serious or long term injury caused 3. Gratuitous violence towards the animal (e.g. setting animal on fire, drowning, swinging by the tail) 4. Use of weapon 5. Offence committed as a form of revenge against the owner of the animal or in the context of an ongoing dispute with the owner 6. Offender in a position of special responsibility towards the animal (other than ownership simpliciter) 7. Offender involves children in the offending 8. Offence committed for commercial gain 9. Offender ignored previous advice/warnings regarding the treatment of the animal 10. Mistreatment over prolonged period of time 11. Offence motivated by, or demonstrating, hostility to the victim (animal's owner) on account of his membership of a racial group, religious group, sexual orientation group, disability or presumed disability.* 1. Ignorance of appropriate care
